
Christmas from Cape Cob
to the aMir jtomimon

THBRfl have been many ami strange t'hristmases

ln this new and »tili strange land.cheei ful

i' r:«lm»s»«, glum ones, drunken one*, masked

oins. iiiurueroii* one* a startling medley of

pleasures and pains, whlrh all Irttd to l»e gone through
befote the peace i amo upon the earth that ha* meant

Tuletide * real season of good wiil to all men.

B> the time the tsar of independence welded a

nstion together, most of t!ie*e discordant element* had

been burned out ..f u*. The New (Engländer had long

».:»e , ea.-e<l to m.c.i his t'hiistma* a time of protest-
ant, grim disdain lbs i'ax alter in the Old nonunion

had won through the necessity of t;oing sunnii a

loi the aborigines whom hit- »:ay, impudent presesice
Irritated. The members of the Society of 1'iiends
had got si kaowlodgiod tiie holiday in Philadelphia,
for there old Ways clung fast. But alieady the

¦atloaal spirit was achieving a unity «f expression
foi its happiness, as it hud merged into a unity of

tadlgnaat reveJl against Kg wrongs

Over al1 (be inspiration of the new and modern

Christmas breathed, preparing Americans for the

gieat feast day t!ie> had inherited ftom I'urope In

a way that sliouid be nationally distinct Iva and

should, in the centurv to come, carry its touch of

reverence, with its wealth Ol good cheer, across a

«oiit.nent and make it the year's Beat MJsafal day

in mointains fcpef then only as fables and In

deserts that have only now been taught to bloom.

There Is. pet iiaps. le>* variety iti tile American
Christmas than there is in the observance of the

Fourth of July, and that in spite of the millions oa

millions ef aiicn Customs vvliuli have been h: oug h t

in fioin abroad. t<> perish, quickly and surely, in the

robust pregaaca) of the modern t'hiistmas turkey,
the t:ee and the jubilant turmoil. H»> who could
have made .1 strles of Christmas touis, yea: by
yea', from one little section of the country to

another before they sJJ |,e< ame upited, would have
had recoileetloaa of the day to treasure and tell
uneuualed by any world traveler's.

To us. witn our I 'hristmas Immutably fixed in

cur affections as the day which we would make a

time of pleasure, though we did so as a duty, the

most she. king of all the old Chrlstmaoei would be
the one that the early Puritans required.the Christ¬
mas which was no <'hri-tmai» at all.'

They thoupht they had good reason Their very

Irega, their every bicatn. were so many protests

In*. In which all. planier* and slave*, shared with

Hie utmost freedom from Puritan rout rait '.

While t!ie Pilgrim Fathers were of a Christmas

evening pilaajj droning through the Scrlptuies and

dalag it glSSlgllHl» at that.for the benefit of the

ItlWllllM. -lohn Aldriis and Fare-You Wells and Lord-

Ala he- ( s-< I. uteful-Hut-Xot Too th utefuls assembled

around the glow ering iin-i 'hristinassy fire, the Cava-

Hera of Vli'ginht were out shooting Indian*. ChrlSip.
was one of the Old Dominion's open seasons for In¬

dians, and If ü was bloody, it was at least, a Vuletnle

observant- of some sort, which was more than New

Kngliiud permitted.
Captain John Smith be of Pocalioiitas fume.was

the gallant gentleman who instituted the Indian gun¬

ning season, his « hos. n victim being tin- old Hmprior
I'owhatan. Joun Beleg i'ooke, in a Vary thorough
historical studs of Christmas a* observed in Virginia,
explain* that PoWhata.ll »larb-d it b> having the
brave captain made ¦ piisoner at Vuletidc in the

woods of ti e York. After Pol ahontus I.ad saved linn

and I'owhatan bad spared him. Captain John laid low

for another winter and then, choosing liftV of hit
bardiest companions, set out through snow and ice

to show I'owhatan how very dangerous it was to

spare any Fnglishman when he had him where the

bail was shoit. Hut the Indian killers kept their

Christmas lust the same. for. as the chronicler of the

expedition «tote: "The extreme winde, ravne, frost

and snow caused us to keepe Christmas amotitr the

salvages, where we weere never more merry, n..i

fed on more plenty of good oysters. Pish. Flesh. Wilde
fowl and good bread, aor never had better tires in

Hngland ."
The rule of Christmas Indian hunting was kept

active for a long time. Three seasons there were in

the year when the red man was to be gunned tor. and

especially "before the frost of Christmas" the Virginia
adventurer* were called upon to arm themselves and

raid the forests on the batiks of the rivers -from

Pioneer de Hundred to Accomack: and whosoever

should he lamed should be cured at t He public
expense

"

It was not long, however. before the Indians
ceased to Bad it worm while to fight for their land,

at least as a regular thing and often enough to make
the Christmas hunt necessary. The planter was secure

in his solid stone manor house, its palisades .stout

enough to gtaad off a trine, and its Shatters barred
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with bis HUM at Mk or with bra, v weight iron.

m as |.ra> :n .»Il ImpregMkk to M) 'nan. .- BSSaBlt.
il« invited his n'ishbor.- to come and enjo> the

«'hristmas mirtii and feasting in the go0d old Knalish
>tyle.

There are plenty of quaint sketches to be found

among the old Htirej that dej.o t g Dominion Yule-
ii'le in its lavish ho-pltality The commander of a

iiMhreel were gold lace on his . lotbes. and others

might not indulge in such a frippcrv h»s .lame was

>t..«ei\ m lg.'i heel* arid aa i:iizat>ethan ruff, his
children and grandchildren tried to practice decorum

Shawl I hSSsM i.oard that inciteil ?o iuv enile i iot. his

.-leek Africans, who had vojagcd awl of their mys-
t. > HI MthasaM on some Put. h ship with terrors

foggUUJ thc>: irakC, J-eercJ in at tk)CIT master with

Christmas was their Christmas, arul they imbibed an

Undying faith that if Christmas CUM but once a year,

"Christmas gift' must (MBC, too, from some unac¬

countable but wholly blessed dispensation of the

white man's providence.
They Imbibed another faith, too-simple, unalloyed

with doubt or skepticism.Which accepted Christianity
in Its primitive essence and satisfied them more than

the most elaborate system of theology can satisfy its

¦crapulous devotees. And it lasted. mated long after
lhe\- were freed. Too may still hear some old. old

mammy croon the Christmas hymn those early slaves

made their own:

Oh. chillun. Christ is come
r.. li»a! \ nu u*" dang-r;

Pray that yeat may ie- reosaciled
To th< Child that lava In the manRer.

They were getting their religion straight from its

old Lnglish sourea. fr.>ni Cavalier? with flowing lovks

who clone to ti a Immemorial festivals af the Kngiish
Church, with Christum» first among them all.

Throughout Virginia the homes and churches were

festooned with evergreens in honor of the day. in

the great manor house at Tidewater the festivities

were of the most generous description. The family

clan assembled included both sexe» and all ages,

the vast fireplace. for they still loved good fires,

although far removed from the dampness of Lng-

land.roared with Itg lavish supply of logs. and

lighted up the quaint old furniture, the hounds

stretched on Ike floor In front of ihe blaze, there was

;i clinking of caps and glasses, the lord of lh» manor,

upstanding, drank the health of all around him. The

butler was of a blackness seldom found these dav.v

O hen the white strain lias mellowed the original

anhis
Virginia ham.where can anything be found to

surpass ItT IQQtsCCd the ancient boar's head, and the

noble turkey, superior to pheasant or peacock, was

Sahked by Sir Loin fattened on blue Krass arij Indian

corn.
Virginia claims the glory of inventing for its

Christmas feast; that time-honored delight of the

ich and comfort of the poor, eggnog, and its

planters served that exquisite substitute for hing land

mm and ale. and crabs in a huge silver bowl.

Von ladies, wiio now have fitted your suffrage

movement with seven-league boots to stride across

the continent west to east, must remember to take

off your hats to the <>!d Dominion when you arrive

:'i Washington to Inaugurate yOBI first president, for

it was th«ere. in the dining rooms of the old manor

bouses, that woman's 'ghts really had birth, and the

gallant Cavaliers fathered thesrf.
In Kngland fat hundreds of \ears afterward the

ladles had to leave the table when the toasts began.
Bat in Virginia, after the ,>Ium pudding was borne

sway, ladies and child. , n remained and shared in the

dean, honest joviality inspired by the rich madeira.

That brave old practice, with its bold disregard of

precedent, most sac: cd of all Knglish institutions,

anticipated the Declaration of Indcpendotii a; mayoe

it was that innovation which gave the whole nation

IIa hist instinct for freedom
There are those who contend that, under the sur¬

face of inings. Phiasdelpl ia la sttD the most Knglish
ettj in the t'nited Slates. Moston bv no means

except**!. There i- p.. qasrstil B that II mad the most

distinctively Knelish ''hristmas. although the long-
dominant element. the Krien.i-. did r«>t incline f>

the eaanaaaoaejtntsao ad BsstMnao and aerc supported
in their disapproval by the more rigid among the

Protestant deiiominat .ojis bat Kpiscp« ians. Koman
« .tholies and Lutherans w. re all inclined la make
("iristmas a time «.f famllv reunion BS well M* H

rcllarlens festival, and arnch of the modern ("hristmas
is directly traceable to their influence

Christma» in the Old Dominion
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The Puritan Christmas

Ute oM year ha« been credited to Herman .origin, but
historical research takes it hack directly to an Kng-
Ilsh practice of the late fall, which was founded in

the superstition that II promoted the frultfulness at
orchards.

These Opposing attitudes toward <*hristmas

account for the conflicting recollections of ''hrtstmas

on the part of local reatettariaas just as old Boston

people Solarhi he found who believe that Christmas is

a sort of modern innovation. But one feature of

Philadelphia's old-time Christmas was so conspicu¬
ous that it demlasted the streets of the town and

gave the staid old city on t'hristmas eve a life that

was to be paralleled only in those of an earlier
London.

The f'lnistmas Hmuauaers.** bands of young peop'e
flleSjalsed under masks of all sorts, who went about

Philadelphia singing quaint old songs and demand¬
ing dole of tlu- houses at Which they knocked, were

tlie descendants of Kngland's ancient Lord of Mis¬

rule, whose rowdy antics were chief among the

antipathies of the Puritans for the Knglish t'hrist¬

mas With pSitriotSE assuranie. after the revoltitbr,

the Philadelphia mummers appropriated the English
mummers' songs sad altered them into insults for

their traditional foes.
Where St. tieorpe in England was a< claimed as

slaughtering the dragon, in Philadelphia he became

Ceorge Wj'iiinstor. while the dragon typified Firlt-

lsh t;. ranny; but all the cnara<~ters were taken from

out of them: the old. roistering New Year's eve lo»t
us MtUnmory and a good <j<al of its orgy, anrl New
Year s day a< unite,] an , .,..t which, until the present,
i .¦mains ismslhlllg . rt;i going Many miles to see.

as much for its rrmarkaole iiroof of the vitality of
ancient custom as for its inherent picturcsqucness

As for the l>utcii la little cid New York, tfesy went

to it from the first tap of tlNJ hell. There wasn't any

New York, or N< w BnsOtsrdBni either, little or big.
when those first jolly DotchmoB sailed ,,vers»as and

actually brought st. fflrhalaa along with tueSn. 11»

was the figurehead «if the lirst emigrant st.ip from

Holland that tOOChod lbs ihorea Of Manhattan island:
and the tiny Hutch dorp was no aoOOOr bora there than
ha was adapted as Its patron saint.

so New Fork, if aay af the cities of this eoaptrf
an claim St Nicholas, has a right to him as ita very
own.

Those early fnitch were horn i *h rlslmas-lov era.

both for the religious um! the lay observance of the

feast. In the Dutch states, however tlery the contro¬

versies, everybody tiung to «"u t istmas as ¦ time of

penes, goadwill and assrrysaaking. When the emi-

granta found themselves alone in the far wilderness
they put up their native windmills for the nourish¬
ment of their bodies, and promptly held services In

the mill loft « for the salvation of fbotr souls.
After that, tliev went straight Indue IO the b'ggest

Christmas dinner they could concoct, and then In¬

dulged in games and sports with the BaajSC delight dis¬

played by the paaars wi.o bad dOOM likewise In the

ages when Christianity was onkaown.
Other colonies might forbid Christmas joys, but

A Philadelphia Christmas

Kr;«li» Christmas BnuBiiaery. ;f mey wer« political.
thf *--nn th< y ran« ml£ht begin, p« rephrasing. Kng-
Isnd's St Ceorgr

Her» am I. area* Wash naten.
On my ihnldc I rarry a gun

IT they weren't, Irreverence pia-.ed »he de.il with

!h»m, thus.

RsjvS <"M) I. eld Bee./rbub.
. rr» my, shevMer I carry a dab.

>i*f!<: a d'tVT'l* !>..?
I*>nt ».m, rhiak la a Jolly old trat"

Th"» km one strlr-tly American role, with .\n.eri-

3i to it that have ail the »trona tat.« of the

'oil la that early d»> National «elf-roneclousnes*
...I t! . ».!¦. grown pronounced that over the old.

a ml 11t masks «'ooney «'ra<ker long remained l>est

Iked
'I .r: r. .. a< k-r'

t ««.»' ie iZnri m«- writ* rh>», pp«aacsstr1
f p» . ?«.¦¦. °v«rs a. tf er.

¦. . I ct roarrtea I'll send vm a letter

F'hiladetnhia has never been without Its mummer«.

I'hnitgh long «tn.e thev hsve disappeared from ti.'ir

.ute f;..^;,,'' anlese mm, stray, weak Imitation
f thero «itrrlxe. In a forgotten hannl't there. As

II before In

ra." with ¦

a serte» of Imposing parades

not the Dut' h o« New Amsterdam. No tnuntr liad th*

settlement attained i dig it> .-t t..»n 'Inn the

government itself indorsed the winde delightful holt-

d«" season. Houses and liurches mere decorated wltn

evergreens, all business was susj-cnord. the 01 p. ra¬

tion Itself passed resolutions officially retiring from

municipal activity until t' e no: t..-.' duty of

having a good time snoul.t hm" et, amply per¬

formed], aa witness this record Inscribed In the old

archives treasured in Neu York's city hall.

.f this K'<erd ftbr elfr eorporstlonl b-i«-n this date
a: d three" weeks .,'tr- <-hrts.-ra» Th rrnirt meat-«f-t

Mxnv mr« l.ef.-re Santa i'.i-n paid any attention
tit a'l to the children of tin o:li»r settlement*, he

it .. .« teis-.:.,- « drP e ...e- t' ¦ low roofs

..f New Amsterdam .. .« r l-.d.rr team brlng-
leuj loads of gift, for M.e little l».if.-b children

The «*>,r1*tmas dinner, the famltr as the ring, th*

holiday frolics WOTS lolOUS affairs I at were Ailed

s ewn hott'ehoM
o-er artd aft th*
ay rnyny. ff fhsrs


